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Nunias have also been employed. Most of the aboriginals^
especially the Santhals, like to live in the backwoods, where
their harmonious flutes sound sweeter, their drums find
deeper echoes and their bows and arrows are more usefully-
utilized. They love a roaming life of hunting and fishing, and
are used to the least possible labour except when the work
has in a way become an acquired instinct.2
The scarcity of labour is a natural outcome of these sur-
roundings of the coal mining industry. Of the heterogeneous
colliery population, which is drawn from a number of pro-
vinces, a very considerable section is steeped in ignorance
and superstition. They are never happier than when among
their own people in their native surroundings. Economic
pressure has driven them out of their homes and an oppor-
tunity of earning at home in the harvesting season brings
them back flocking.3 Nearly all the aboriginal workers are
also agriculturists and spend a considerable part of their
working hours every year in agriculture. Some come from
villages near enough to allow them to work in the fields as
occasion arises; others, when they come to the mines, leave
members of their families in charge of their fields returning
only when their labour is most necessary; yet others, who
own no land of their own find it more profitable to work in
agriculture at the sowing and harvesting times than in mines
on account of a substantial rise in agricultural wages in these
seasons, Even those residing permanently at the coal-fields
devote a part of their time to cultivating the land provided
by some of the collieries. In consequence there is a marked
variation in the supply of labour throughout the year. The
number of workers in the mines is at its height about the end
of February. Thereafter there is a diminution as the winter
crops mature. The exodus is checked in April, when there is
little agricultural work available, but begins with renewed
strength about the middle of May, and employment is at its
lowest point about the middle of July, when the sowing or
transplantation of monsoon crops is at its height. Thereafter
large numbers return to the mines and another peak is
2  Bihar District Gazetteers: Santhal Parganas, pp. 121-22.
3  Report of the Bihar Labour Enquiry Committee  (1940), Vol. I,
pp. 185-86.